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In these speeches Mr. Chamberlain laid down the
principle upon which the policy of his Cabinet rests in
Imperial, foreign, and domestic affairs. Even those
who do not agree with the conclusions at which he
arrived must admire the clarity with which his argu-
ments are expressed, and the sober realism of which
they contain such convincing evidence. The Prime
Minister is assuredly not one "that darkeneth counsel
by words without knowledge", and his programme,
based upon very extensive knowledge indeed, will be
implemented in due course. We are not, in this
country, given to boasting, particularly about what we
are going to do, or we should be talking about the
"Chamberlain Plan". Mr. Chamberlain is, it cannot
be too often repeated, one of the few British statesmen
to realize the inter-dependence of the problems by
which the country is faced to-day. He appreciates the
fact as clearly as the dictator of any totalitarian state,
but he proposes, hundred per cent Englishman that he
is, to use the old traditional English methods to over-
come all difficulties.

Enough light, it is hoped, has been thrown upon the
character of Mr. Chamberlain to show that the im-
pression of him which exists in certain quarters is very
far from the truth. Perhaps his most prominent
characteristics are loyalty and courtesy. He never
forgets an old friend or supporter, and he keeps a
promise very religiously indeed. If he says he will do a
thing he does it, and only vital matters of State will
keep him away from any function, however relatively
unimportant, that he has promised to attend. Like
all his family he hates to give even the appearance of
letting anyone down. A few months ago he accepted an
invitation to meet a number of his younger supporters